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3.3.1 Overview of Bangalore Airport (Kempegowda International Airport) 

1. Introduction 

Kempegowda International Airport (IATA: BLR, ICAO: VOBL) is the primary airport serving Bangalore (Bengaluru), 

Karnataka, India. It is one of the fastest-growing and busiest airports in the country, located about 40 kilometers north 

of the city center. Named after Kempegowda, the founder of Bengaluru, the airport is a significant hub for domestic 

and international flights in southern India. 

2. History and Development 

• Inauguration: The airport became operational on May 24, 2008, replacing the old HAL Airport, which could 

no longer meet the growing demand for air travel in Bangalore. 

• Operator: Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL), a public-private consortium led by the GVK Group, 

operates the airport, with the Government of India, the Airports Authority of India (AAI), and the Government 

of Karnataka as stakeholders. 

• Development: The airport has seen rapid growth and several expansions since its inception due to increasing 

passenger and cargo demand. 

3. Terminals 

• Terminal 1 (T1): 

o T1 handles both domestic and international flights. 

o The terminal has modern facilities and offers a range of services for passengers, including self-check-in 

kiosks, shopping areas, dining, and lounges. 

• Terminal 2 (T2): 

o New Terminal: T2 was inaugurated in December 2022 and has been called the "Garden Terminal" due 

to its design, which incorporates a vast amount of greenery, creating an airport within a garden 

experience. 

o T2 will serve both domestic and international flights and is expected to increase the airport's passenger 

handling capacity significantly. 

o T2 is part of the airport’s long-term expansion plan to accommodate growing passenger traffic. 

4. Runways 

• Two Runways: 

o The airport has two operational parallel runways: 

▪ Runway 09R/27L is the primary runway. 

▪ Runway 09L/27R is the second runway, completed in 2019, designed to handle larger aircraft 

and boost the airport’s capacity. 

o With these two runways, Bangalore Airport can handle simultaneous takeoffs and landings, reducing 

delays and improving operational efficiency. 

5. Facilities and Services 

• Passenger Amenities: 
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o The airport offers modern amenities such as business lounges, fast Wi-Fi, medical services, baggage 

handling, and priority services for business and premium travelers. 

o Free Wi-Fi is available, and special assistance is provided for elderly and disabled passengers. 

• Retail and Dining: 

o The airport features a wide range of retail outlets offering electronics, fashion, books, and local 

handicrafts. 

o There are multiple dining options, including international chains, local eateries, and cafes, catering to 

different tastes and preferences. 

• Cargo Services: 

o Bangalore Airport is a key cargo hub in southern India, handling a wide range of goods, including 

perishables, electronics, pharmaceuticals, and express cargo. 

o The airport offers cold storage facilities, specialized handling of sensitive goods, and a dedicated cargo 

village. 

6. Connectivity and Airlines 

• Domestic Flights: The airport connects Bengaluru to all major cities in India, with airlines like IndiGo, Air 

India, Vistara, Go First, SpiceJet, and Akasa Air operating frequent flights. 

• International Flights: Bengaluru is connected to several international destinations in Europe, the Middle East, 

Southeast Asia, and North America. Major international airlines flying to Bangalore include Emirates, Qatar 

Airways, British Airways, Singapore Airlines, Lufthansa, and Etihad Airways. 

• Airline Hub: The airport is a major hub for IndiGo and AirAsia India, facilitating extensive domestic and 

regional international connections. 

7. Technological Advancements and Services 

• DigiYatra: Bangalore Airport is part of the "DigiYatra" initiative, offering contactless travel using facial 

recognition technology, providing a seamless and paperless experience for passengers. 

• Automation and Smart Services: 

o The airport employs cutting-edge technology for flight operations, baggage handling, and passenger 

management. 

o Automated check-in kiosks, baggage drop counters, and real-time flight information systems are part of 

its digital transformation. 

• Sustainability Initiatives: 

o Kempegowda International Airport is focused on sustainability and environmental conservation. 

o The airport uses solar energy, has a robust waste management system, and is actively working toward 

carbon neutrality. T2 has been designed as a "terminal in a garden," integrating natural elements and 

energy-efficient infrastructure. 

8. Awards and Recognition 
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• Awards: The airport has received multiple accolades for its infrastructure, customer service, and operational 

efficiency. It has been consistently ranked among the best airports in India and Asia by platforms like Airports 

Council International (ACI). 

• Passenger Satisfaction: Known for its clean and efficient operations, the airport ranks highly in customer 

satisfaction surveys, and T2’s innovative design has received widespread appreciation. 

9. Future Expansion Plans 

• Expansion of T2: T2 is expected to be expanded further to increase the airport's capacity to handle over 55 

million passengers annually. 

• Aero City Project: A large "Aero City" project is under development near the airport, aimed at creating a 

business and leisure destination with hotels, retail spaces, and business parks. 

• New Cargo Terminals: Plans to expand the cargo handling capacity include the development of more 

specialized cargo handling facilities, particularly for temperature-sensitive goods like pharmaceuticals and 

perishables. 

10. Challenges 

• Capacity Constraints: Although the airport has undergone expansions, rapid passenger growth continues to 

challenge the available infrastructure. 

• Congestion: With increasing flights, especially during peak hours, managing airspace and ground operations 

efficiently remains a challenge. 

• Environmental Impact: While focused on sustainability, the airport must continue balancing expansion and 

environmental concerns, particularly related to energy consumption and carbon emissions. 

Kempegowda International Airport is a key aviation hub in India, known for its modern infrastructure, efficiency, and 

passenger-friendly services. With the opening of T2, the airport is well-positioned to handle growing traffic and become 

one of the leading airports in Asia. Its focus on sustainability, innovation, and expansion ensures that it will continue to 

serve as a major gateway for both domestic and international travellers. 

 

3.3.2 Overview of Mumbai Airport (Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport) 

1. Introduction 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport (IATA: BOM, ICAO: VABB) is the primary airport serving Mumbai, 

Maharashtra, India. It is one of the busiest airports in India and a major hub for both domestic and international air 

traffic. The airport was renamed in honor of the Maratha warrior king Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 

2. History and Development 

• Oldest Airports in India: Mumbai Airport was established in the 1940s and has since grown into a major global 

gateway. 

• Development: The airport was modernized and expanded over the years, with significant upgrades in 

infrastructure. In 2006, Mumbai International Airport Limited (MIAL), a public-private consortium led by the 

GVK group, took over its management and spearheaded a major transformation. 

• Terminals: The airport operates from two main terminals, T1 for domestic flights and T2 for international and 

domestic flights. 
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3. Terminals 

• Terminal 1 (T1): 

o Primarily serves low-cost domestic airlines like IndiGo, Go First, and SpiceJet. 

o T1 has undergone modernization to handle increased passenger traffic efficiently. 

• Terminal 2 (T2): 

o The larger, more modern terminal handles international flights as well as some domestic operations for 

airlines such as Air India and Vistara. 

o Known for its impressive design and art installations, T2 features over 3 kilometers of art displays known 

as the "Jaya He" museum. 

o T2 is a massive terminal that consolidates both domestic and international traffic under one roof, easing 

transit for connecting flights. 

4. Runways 

• Two Parallel Runways: 

o Mumbai Airport operates two intersecting runways: 

▪ Runway 09/27 is the primary one and is the second-longest commercial runway in India. 

▪ Runway 14/32 is shorter but used to relieve congestion. 

o The airport handles over 950 flight movements per day. 

5. Facilities and Services 

• Passenger Amenities: 

o Mumbai Airport provides a wide range of services, including lounges, duty-free shopping, dining 

options, VIP services, and medical facilities. 

o Free Wi-Fi is available, and the airport offers special assistance services for elderly and disabled 

passengers. 

• Retail and Dining: 

o T2 features extensive retail spaces with luxury brands, electronics, fashion, and a large duty-free area. 

o There are multiple dining options, from fast food to fine dining, catering to international and Indian 

tastes. 

• Cargo Facilities: 

o Mumbai Airport is one of the busiest cargo hubs in India, handling goods like pharmaceuticals, 

electronics, perishables, and textiles. 

o Its cargo complex is equipped with cold chain solutions, warehousing, and express handling for efficient 

cargo operations. 

6. Connectivity and Airlines 

• Domestic Flights: The airport connects Mumbai to all major cities and regions in India. Domestic airlines 

include IndiGo, Air India, Vistara, SpiceJet, Go First, and others. 
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• International Flights: Mumbai is a key hub for international travel, with flights connecting to destinations 

across the Middle East, Europe, North America, Asia, and Africa. Major airlines include Emirates, Qatar 

Airways, British Airways, Lufthansa, Singapore Airlines, and Etihad Airways. 

• Hub for Airlines: It serves as a major hub for Air India and Vistara, providing extensive connectivity within 

India and abroad. 

7. Infrastructure and Technology 

• Modernization: The airport underwent massive modernization, particularly with the construction of T2, which 

incorporated advanced technologies in passenger management, security, and baggage handling. 

• Automation and Digital Services: 

o Automated check-in kiosks, biometric security checks, and e-boarding are part of the airport’s digital 

initiatives. 

o Mumbai Airport also leverages real-time tracking systems for baggage handling and flight information. 

• Sustainability Initiatives: 

o The airport emphasizes energy efficiency, waste management, and environmental sustainability. It uses 

solar power and recycles water, and has also received certifications for its efforts in sustainability. 

8. Awards and Recognition 

• Awards: Mumbai Airport has consistently won several prestigious awards for its service quality, design, and 

operations. It has been recognized by organizations like Airports Council International (ACI) for its excellence 

in passenger experience. 

• Passenger Experience: Known for its efficient operations despite handling heavy passenger traffic, the airport 

is also praised for its cleanliness, art installations, and overall ambiance, especially at T2. 

9. Future Expansion Plans 

• Navi Mumbai International Airport: Due to the saturation of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 

Airport, another airport, Navi Mumbai International Airport, is being developed to alleviate pressure and handle 

the increasing demand for air traffic in the region. 

• Expansion of Existing Facilities: Ongoing upgrades to the terminals, taxiways, and cargo infrastructure are 

aimed at accommodating the increasing number of passengers and airlines. 

10. Challenges 

• Capacity Constraints: Mumbai Airport handles more passengers than its designed capacity, which leads to 

congestion, especially during peak hours. 

• Airspace Congestion: Due to the close proximity of two major airports in Mumbai, managing air traffic 

efficiently is a challenge. 

• Land Constraints: Further expansion of runways or facilities is difficult due to the dense urban development 

surrounding the airport. 

 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport is a major gateway for India, particularly for international travellers, 

and plays a critical role in connecting Mumbai to the world. With its modern facilities, advanced technology, and 

extensive flight network, the airport remains one of the most important aviation hubs in the country. However, 
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challenges such as capacity and infrastructure constraints require ongoing efforts to enhance operations, with the 

upcoming Navi Mumbai International Airport expected to play a crucial role in easing future traffic. 

 

3.3.3 Overview of Hyderabad Airport (Rajiv Gandhi International Airport - RGIA) 

1. Introduction 

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (IATA: HYD, ICAO: VOHS) is the primary airport serving Hyderabad, the capital 

of Telangana, India. Located about 24 kilometers south of Hyderabad in Shamshabad, it is one of India’s busiest and 

most modern airports, named after former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

2. History and Development 

• Inauguration: The airport was inaugurated on March 23, 2008, replacing the old Begumpet Airport. 

• Developers: Operated by GMR Hyderabad International Airport Limited (GHIAL), a public-private partnership 

between GMR Group, the Airports Authority of India (AAI), and the Telangana government, along with other 

private investors. 

• Expansion: The airport has undergone multiple expansions to handle the increasing traffic, including terminal 

expansion projects, runway enhancements, and cargo handling facilities. 

3. Facilities and Services 

• Passenger Terminals: 

o The airport has a single integrated terminal for domestic and international passengers, designed to handle 

over 20 million passengers annually. 

o The terminal offers modern amenities, including self-check-in kiosks, shopping areas, dining facilities, 

business lounges, and premium services for frequent fliers. 

• Runways: 

o Hyderabad Airport has two parallel runways. The main runway is 4,260 meters long, capable of handling 

large aircraft like the Airbus A380. 

o There is also a secondary runway that facilitates landings and takeoffs during peak hours or emergencies. 

• Cargo Facilities: 

o RGIA has extensive cargo handling capabilities, including a cargo village that handles domestic and 

international shipments. 

o It is one of India's key cargo hubs, dealing in pharmaceuticals, perishables, electronics, and industrial 

goods. 

o It also offers specialized facilities like temperature-controlled storage for perishable items. 

• Parking and Ground Transport: 

o The airport offers a variety of parking options for passengers and visitors, including short-term, long-

term, and premium parking. 

o It is well-connected by taxis, buses, and app-based ride services, and the Hyderabad Metro system has 

plans to extend a line to the airport. 
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• Retail and Dining: 

o The airport has a range of shopping options, including duty-free shops, retail stores, and luxury brands. 

o Dining options include international fast-food chains, cafes, and Indian cuisine restaurants catering to a 

variety of tastes. 

4. Connectivity and Airlines 

• Domestic Connectivity: Hyderabad Airport is well-connected to all major Indian cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, 

Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, and more. Airlines operating domestically include IndiGo, Air India, Vistara, 

SpiceJet, and Go First. 

• International Connectivity: The airport is a hub for international travel, with flights connecting to destinations 

in the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Europe, and North America. Major international airlines include Emirates, 

Qatar Airways, British Airways, Singapore Airlines, and Etihad Airways. 

5. Technological Advancements and Services 

• DigiYatra: Hyderabad Airport is one of the early adopters of the "DigiYatra" initiative, which provides 

contactless and paperless travel for passengers through facial recognition technology. 

• Smart Airport: The airport uses advanced technology for flight operations, passenger management, and 

baggage handling. It employs real-time tracking systems, automated check-ins, and biometric systems for a 

seamless passenger experience. 

• Sustainability Initiatives: Hyderabad Airport has been recognized for its eco-friendly initiatives, including 

solar energy usage, rainwater harvesting, and efficient waste management practices. It is certified as a carbon-

neutral airport. 

6. Awards and Recognition 

• Awards: RGIA has consistently ranked high in international surveys for airport service quality, including 

receiving awards from the Airports Council International (ACI) for the "Best Airport in the World" in its 

category for various years. 

• Passenger Experience: The airport is well-regarded for its passenger-centric services, cleanliness, and 

efficiency in handling both domestic and international flights. 

7. Future Expansion Plans 

• New Terminals: Plans for a second passenger terminal to handle increasing traffic are in place, which will 

further increase the airport’s capacity. 

• Runway Expansion: There are also plans to expand runways and taxiways to support more flights, including 

more international carriers and routes. 

• Metro Rail Link: The upcoming Hyderabad Metro extension to the airport is expected to improve public 

transport connectivity significantly. 

8. Challenges 

• Traffic Growth: With rapid growth in both domestic and international traffic, RGIA faces the challenge of 

expanding infrastructure while maintaining high service standards. 

• Environmental Sustainability: As with many airports, balancing operational expansion with environmental 

sustainability remains a key focus, requiring ongoing investment in green technologies. 
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Hyderabad's Rajiv Gandhi International Airport is a modern, efficient, and well-connected facility, pivotal for the 

region's domestic and international air traffic. It is also a key hub for cargo services, technology-driven operations, and 

sustainability efforts, contributing to its recognition as one of India’s best airports. With its ongoing expansion and 

future plans, it is poised to continue serving as a critical gateway for both passengers and cargo. 

 


