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Satellites are subject to large thermal gradients, receiving the sun’s
radiation on one side while the other side faces into space. In addition,
thermal radiation from the earth and the carth’s albedo, which is the
fraction of the radiation falling on earth which is reflected, can be
significant for low-altitude earth-orbiting satellites, although it is negligible
for geostationary satellites.

Equipment in the satellite also generates heat which has to be
removed. The most import paleration is that the satellite’s
equipment should opera :
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