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Unit 1

SAFETY TERMINOLOGIES

Chapter 1.4

Health and Safety Policy-Material Safety Data Sheet MSDS:

A Health and Safety Policy is a document that outlines an organization's commitment to

creating and maintaining a safe and healthy working environment for its employees, visitors,

and other stakeholders. This policy serves as a foundational document for an organization's

overall health and safety management system and provides a framework for implementing

specific health and safety procedures and practices. Here are key components typically

included in a Health and Safety Policy:

~

Statement of Commitment:

A clear and concise statement expressing the organization's commitment to providing
a safe and healthy workplace.

Scope:

Define the scope of the policy, specifying the locations, activities, and personnel to
which it applies.

Legal and Regulatory Compliance:

Acknowledge the organization's commitment to complying with relevant health and
safety laws, regulations, and industry standards.

Responsibilities:

Clearly define the roles and responsibilities of individuals within the organization
regarding health and safety. This may include management, employees, safety
officers, and any other relevant parties.

Risk Assessment and Management:

Emphasize the importance of identifying and assessing workplace hazards and
implementing measures to control and mitigate risks.

Training and Awareness:

Outline the organization's commitment to providing adequate health and safety
training to employees and promoting awareness of safety practices.

Incident Reporting and Investigation:
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Describe the procedures for reporting accidents, incidents, or near misses, as well as
the process for investigating and learning from such events.

Emergency Response and Preparedness:

Detail the organization's approach to emergency response, including evacuation
procedures, first aid measures, and communication protocols.

Safety Inspections and Audits:

Highlight the importance of regular safety inspections and audits to identify and
address potential hazards and ensure ongoing compliance.

Continuous Improvement:

Express the organization's commitment to continuously improving health and safety
performance through regular reviews, feedback mechanisms, and the implementation
of best practices.

Communication:

Address how the organization will communicate health and safety information to
employees, contractors, and other relevant stakeholders.

Review and Revision:

Establish a process for periodically reviewing and updating the Health and Safety

Policy to ensure its continued relevance and effectiveness.

As of my last knowledge update in January 2022, the term "Material Safety Data Sheet"
(MSDS) has been replaced by "Safety Data Sheet" (SDS) in accordance with the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS). The GHS is an

internationally recognized system that standardizes the classification and labeling of

chemicals to enhance safety information globally.

Here is information about what is now commonly known as Safety Data Sheet (SDS):

Safety Data Sheet (SDS):

1.

Definition:

A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is a comprehensive document that provides detailed
information about the properties of a chemical product. It includes information about
the physical, chemical, and toxicological properties, as well as guidelines for safe

handling, storage, and disposal.
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2. Content:

SDS typically contains 16 sections, each covering specific aspects of the chemical
product. Some of the key sections include:

« Identification of the substance and supplier

e Hazard identification

o Composition/information on ingredients

o First-aid measures

o Fire-fighting measures

« Accidental release measures

e Exposure controls/personal protection

e Physical and chemical properties

o Stability and reactivity

e Toxicological information

o Ecological information

« Disposal considerations

e Transport information

e Regulatory information

e Other information
Purpose:
The primary purpose of an SDS is to provide comprehensive information about a
chemical product to ensure the safe use, handling, and disposal of the substance. It is a
crucial tool for workers, emergency responders, and other stakeholders who may
come into contact with or be exposed to the chemical.
Availability:
Employers are required to ensure that SDSs are readily accessible to employees who
may be exposed to the chemical products in the workplace. Manufacturers,
distributors, and importers are responsible for providing SDSs with the initial
shipment of a chemical product.
International Harmonization:
The GHS aims to harmonize the classification and labeling of chemicals globally.
This standardization ensures that the information provided in SDS is consistent and

easily understandable by users worldwide.
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