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Resampling  

Resampling in multivariate analysis refers to a set of techniques used to repeatedly sample data 

from a dataset to assess the variability or uncertainty of a statistic or model. It is especially useful 
when the dataset is small, when assumptions about the data are difficult to verify, or when one 

wants to test the stability of a model or statistic. Some common resampling techniques include 
bootstrapping, permutation tests, and cross-validation. 

Key Concepts: 

 Bootstrapping: Resampling with replacement from the original dataset to create many 
"new" datasets of the same size. 

 Permutation tests: Resampling the data to create new datasets by randomly permuting 

the values of a variable while keeping the structure intact. 
 Cross-validation: Splitting the data into several subsets (folds) and training/testing 

models multiple times to evaluate their performance. 

Example: 

Let’s walk through an example using bootstrapping in the context of multivariate analysis. 

Problem: 

Suppose we have a dataset of 100 observations with 3 variables: X1, X2, and Y. We want to 
estimate the multivariate regression model where Y is predicted by X1 and X2 (i.e., 
Y=β0+β1X1+β2X2+ϵ). 

Steps in Resampling (Bootstrapping): 

1. Original Dataset: 
You have 100 observations: 

{(X11,X21,Y1),(X12,X22,Y2),…,(X1100,X2100,Y100)}  

From this dataset, you estimate the regression model’s coefficients, say β^0,β^1,β^2. 

2. Create Bootstrap Samples: 

Randomly sample 100 observations with replacement to form a new "bootstrap sample". 
This means some observations might appear multiple times, while others might not 
appear at all. You create many such samples (let’s say 1,000 bootstrap samples). 

3. Estimate Model on Each Bootstrap Sample : 
For each of the 1,000 bootstrap samples, fit the regression model and estimate the 

coefficients β^0,β^1,β^2 from each resampled dataset. 
4. Compute Statistics: 

After fitting the model on each bootstrap sample, you now have 1,000 estimates for each 
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of the coefficients. You can then compute the mean, standard deviation, and 
confidence intervals for these estimates. 

o Mean: Provides an estimate of the average value of the coefficients. 
o Standard deviation: Provides an estimate of the variability of the coefficients 

across different resamples. 
o Confidence intervals: For example, a 95% bootstrap confidence interval can be 

computed as the 2.5th and 97.5th percentiles of the bootstrap estimates. 

5. Interpretation: 
o You can now assess the precision of your estimated coefficients. If, for instance, 

the standard deviation of β^1 is large, this indicates high variability in the estimate 
of β1 

o You can also look at the confidence intervals. If the 95% confidence interval for 

β^1 includes zero, it suggests that X1 might not be a significant predictor of Y. 

  

This indicates that the coefficient for X1 is likely to be positive and significant (since 0 is not in 
the confidence interval), while the coefficient for X2 is less certain, as its confidence interval 
includes 0. 

Why Use Resampling in Multivariate Analysis? 

 Model Validation: In multivariate models, where relationships between several 
predictors and the outcome are complex, resampling helps to validate the robustness and 

generalizability of the model. 
 Uncertainty Estimation: It provides a way to estimate the uncertainty of model 

parameters, which is especially useful in small datasets where traditional asymptotic 

results (like the Central Limit Theorem) may not hold. 
 Assumption Checking: Resampling can be used to check assumptions of normality, 

homogeneity of variance, or linearity by comparing the distribution of resampled 
statistics to those assumptions. 

Hence, Resampling methods like bootstrapping are powerful tools in multivariate analysis for 

assessing model stability, estimating confidence intervals, and validating results. They are 
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particularly useful when dealing with small or complex datasets, or when classical assumptions 
(e.g., normality) may not be met. 

 


