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4.3 Gas Absorption  

Introduction: 

Gas absorption is a separation process in which one or more components from a 

gas phase are absorbed into a liquid phase. This process is commonly employed for 

removing impurities from gas streams or for capturing valuable gases. Gas 

absorption is characterized by the establishment of equilibrium between the gas 

and liquid phases. 

Rate of Gas Absorption: 

The rate of gas absorption depends on factors such as the concentration difference 

between the gas and liquid phases, the contact area between them, and the mass 

transfer characteristics. Mass transfer coefficients play a crucial role in determining 

the overall rate of absorption. 

Stages in Gas Absorption: 

Gas absorption is often carried out in multiple stages or contacting units to enhance 

the efficiency of the process. Each stage represents a distinct step in the absorption 

process, and the gas and liquid phases come into contact to facilitate the transfer of 

components. 

Equilibrium Gas Absorption Equipment: 

Equipment used for gas absorption includes absorption towers or columns. These 

towers are designed to allow intimate contact between the gas and liquid phases, 

promoting the absorption of gas components into the liquid. Common types of 

absorption equipment include packed towers and tray towers. 

Properties of Tower Packing: 
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Tower packing is used in packed towers to increase the surface area available for 

gas-liquid contact. The properties of tower packing materials, such as surface area, 

void fraction, and material composition, impact the efficiency of the gas absorption 

process. Common materials include metals, plastics, and ceramics. 

Types of Tower Packing: 

Random Packing: Consists of irregularly shaped pieces placed in the tower 

without a specific arrangement. 

Structured Packing: Comprises well-defined geometric shapes, providing a more 

organized and efficient packing arrangement. 

Construction of Packed Towers: 

Packed towers are constructed with materials compatible with the corrosiveness of 

the gas and liquid being handled. The design involves considerations such as tower 

diameter, packing height, and the selection of appropriate tower internals. 

Flow Through Packed Towers: 

Gas and liquid flow through packed towers in a countercurrent or cocurrent 

fashion. Countercurrent flow maximizes the concentration gradient across the 

packing, enhancing absorption efficiency. The choice between countercurrent and 

cocurrent flow depends on the specific requirements of the process. 

 

 

 

Extraction: 
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Rate of Extraction: 

Extraction is a separation process in which a solute is transferred from one phase to 

another, typically from a solid or liquid phase to a solvent. The rate of extraction is 

influenced by factors such as the solubility of the solute in the solvent, the contact 

area, and the mass transfer characteristics. 

Types of Extraction: 

Liquid-Liquid Extraction: Involves the transfer of solutes between two immiscible 

liquid phases. 

Solid-Liquid Extraction: Involves the transfer of solutes from a solid phase to a 

liquid phase. 

Extraction Equipment: 

Equipment used for extraction includes extraction columns, centrifugal extractors, 

and stirred tank extractors. The choice of equipment depends on the specific 

characteristics of the system and the desired level of separation. 

Applications of Extraction: 

Chemical Industry: Used for the extraction of valuable components from process 

streams. 

Pharmaceutical Industry: Common in the production of pharmaceuticals, where 

extraction is used to isolate active ingredients. 

Environmental Applications: Extraction can be employed to remove pollutants or 

contaminants from liquid streams. 

Challenges in Extraction: 
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Selectivity: Achieving high selectivity for the desired solute can be challenging, 

especially in complex mixtures. 

Energy Consumption: Some extraction processes may involve high energy 

consumption, requiring careful consideration of process efficiency. 

Future Trends in Extraction: 

Ongoing research in extraction processes focuses on developing more selective 

solvents, optimizing process conditions, and exploring innovative extraction 

techniques to enhance efficiency and sustainability. 

The principles, equipment, and challenges associated with gas absorption and 

extraction processes is essential for designing and optimizing separation units in 

various industries. Ongoing advancements in materials, equipment design, and 

process optimization contribute to the continuous improvement of these separation 

technologies 

Integration of Gas Absorption and Extraction Processes: 

Integration of gas absorption and extraction processes into overall production 

schemes is a strategic approach to maximize efficiency and resource utilization. In 

some cases, these processes may be combined to achieve simultaneous removal of 

impurities from gas streams and extraction of valuable components from liquid or 

solid phases. This integration can lead to synergies in terms of equipment 

utilization, energy efficiency, and overall process sustainability. 

 

 

Advanced Techniques for Gas Absorption: 
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Advancements in gas absorption techniques include the development of novel 

absorbents, such as ionic liquids and advanced polymers, which exhibit enhanced 

selectivity and efficiency in capturing specific gases. Research is also focused on 

optimizing the design of absorption towers, incorporating advanced internals, and 

utilizing computational tools for better prediction and control of the absorption 

process. These advancements contribute to more effective and environmentally 

friendly gas separation solutions. 

Emerging Trends in Extraction Processes: 

Future trends in extraction processes involve the exploration of green solvents, 

such as supercritical fluids and ionic liquids, to replace traditional organic solvents 

and reduce environmental impact. Additionally, there is a growing interest in 

leveraging process intensification techniques, such as ultrasound-assisted 

extraction and microwave-assisted extraction, to enhance extraction rates and 

selectivity. The integration of extraction processes with renewable resources and 

circular economy principles is gaining attention as industries strive for more 

sustainable practices. 

The continuous evolution of gas absorption and extraction processes is driven by a 

combination of scientific innovations, engineering advancements, and a growing 

emphasis on sustainability. The integration of these separation techniques into 

diverse industrial applications reflects the ongoing commitment to optimizing 

resource utilization, reducing environmental impact, and meeting the challenges of 

a rapidly changing global landscape. 
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