
 ROHINI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY  

  UNIT OPERATIONS IN AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING 

3.1 Size reduction 

Size reduction is a fundamental process in various industries, encompassing 

techniques that reduce the particle size of solid materials. The goal is often to 

improve handling, enhance dissolution rates, or facilitate downstream processing. 

Size reduction methods can be broadly categorized into mechanical and non-

mechanical processes. Size reduction, encompassing processes like grinding and 

cutting, plays a crucial role in diverse industries where manipulating the size and 

shape of materials is essential. Grinding involves the use of abrasives to refine 

surfaces and achieve desired particle sizes, employing principles such as abrasive 

selection, wheel dynamics, and optimal parameters for precision. In parallel, 

cutting involves removing material using specialized tools, with precision being 

paramount for achieving accurate dimensions and high-quality surface finishes. 

Whether in the mechanical breakdown of larger particles or the precision cutting of 

materials, these processes are fundamental to manufacturing, construction, and 

various industrial applications, influencing the physical characteristics and 

performance of end products. 

Mechanical Size Reduction: 

Crushing: 

Involves the application of a compressive force to break larger particles into 

smaller ones. 

Common equipment includes jaw crushers, gyratory crushers, and cone crushers. 
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Grinding: 

Utilizes abrasive forces to break down particles into finer sizes. 

Grinding can be achieved through various mechanisms, such as impact, 

compression, and attrition. 

Types of grinding equipment include ball mills, rod mills, and hammer mills. 

Milling: 

Refers to the process of reducing particle size through mechanical means. 

Milling operations can be classified into different types, including ball milling, jet 

milling, and colloid milling. 

 

Non-Mechanical Size Reduction: 

Chemical Size Reduction: 

Involves chemical reactions that lead to the breakdown of larger particles into 

smaller ones. 

Examples include acid digestion and chemical dissolution. 

Thermal Size Reduction: 

Utilizes heat to cause physical changes in materials, resulting in size reduction. 

Thermal processes include thermal fragmentation and thermal shock. 

Grinding: Principles and Processes 
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Grinding is a mechanical process that involves the use of abrasives to remove 

material from a workpiece, resulting in the desired shape, size, and surface finish. 

Key principles and processes associated with grinding include: 

Abrasive Selection: 

Abrasives, such as grains or wheels, are chosen based on hardness, toughness, and 

shape. 

Common abrasives include aluminum oxide, silicon carbide, and diamond. 

Grinding Wheel Dynamics: 

The grinding wheel is a critical component that interacts with the workpiece. 

Factors like wheel speed, abrasive size, and bond strength influence the grinding 

process. 

Types of Grinding: 

Surface Grinding: Achieves flat and smooth surfaces. 

Cylindrical Grinding: Used for producing cylindrical or tapered workpieces. 

Centerless Grinding: Involves grinding cylindrical parts without the need for a 

center. 

Grinding Fluids: 

Coolants and lubricants are often used during grinding to control temperature, 

improve surface finish, and prolong tool life. 

Fluids help in chip removal and prevent workpiece burning. 

Grinding Parameters: 
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Factors like depth of cut, feed rate, and wheel speed influence the efficiency and 

quality of grinding. 

Optimization of these parameters is crucial for achieving desired outcomes. 

Cutting: Precision in Material Removal 

Cutting is a process that involves the removal of material from a workpiece 

through the use of cutting tools. Precision cutting is crucial in various industries, 

including manufacturing and metalworking. 

Cutting Tools: 

Tools are selected based on the material being cut, the required precision, and the 

specific cutting process. 

Common cutting tools include saws, milling cutters, drills, and lathe tools. 

Types of Cutting Processes: 

Turning: Rotating the workpiece while a cutting tool removes material. 

Milling: The workpiece is stationary, and the cutting tool rotates to remove 

material. 

Drilling: Creating holes in a workpiece using a rotating drill bit. 

Precision in Cutting: 

Achieving precision involves factors like tool geometry, cutting speed, and feed 

rate. 

CNC (Computer Numerical Control) machining enhances precision by allowing 

for automated and controlled cutting operations. 



 ROHINI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY  

  UNIT OPERATIONS IN AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING 

Material Considerations: 

The type of material being cut influences tool selection and cutting parameters. 

Harder materials may require specialized tools with coatings to enhance wear 

resistance. 

Surface Finish and Tolerances: 

Precision cutting aims for high-quality surface finishes and tight tolerances. 

Factors such as tool sharpness, tool wear, and cutting parameters impact the final 

surface quality. 

In conclusion, size reduction, grinding, and cutting are integral processes in 

manufacturing and material processing. Understanding the principles and 

employing suitable techniques are essential for achieving desired outcomes, 

including precise dimensions, surface finishes, and material characteristics. 


