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2.4 Sedimentation of particles in gas cyclones 

Principle of Gas Cyclones: 

Gas cyclones are devices used for the separation of particles from a gas stream 

based on centrifugal force. The incoming gas stream is forced into a spiral motion 

within the cyclone, creating a vortex. 

Centrifugal force causes the heavier particles in the gas to move towards the outer 

wall of the cyclone, leading to their sedimentation and collection in a hopper at the 

bottom. 

Centrifugal and Centripetal Forces: 

Centrifugal force, resulting from the spinning motion of the gas, pushes particles 

outward. 

Centripetal force, due to the pressure gradient within the cyclone, causes the gas to 

move inward, leaving the particles behind in the sedimentation process. 

Applications: 

Gas cyclones are widely used in industries such as power plants, cement 

production, and chemical processing to remove particulate matter from flue gases 

or process streams. 

They are efficient in handling large volumes of gas and can be designed for various 

particle sizes. 
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Settling under Sedimentation: 

Settling in Liquid Systems: 

 

Settling refers to the process by which solid particles in a liquid phase move 

downward under the influence of gravity and accumulate at the bottom. 

It is a fundamental step in sedimentation processes, where particles settle to form a 

layer of sludge or sediment. 

Factors Affecting Settling: 

Settling rate depends on particle size, density, and the viscosity of the liquid. 

Larger and denser particles settle more quickly. 

The shape of particles, as well as the presence of flocculants or coagulants, can 

also influence settling characteristics. 

Applications: 

Settling is a critical step in wastewater treatment, where suspended solids need to 

be removed before discharge. 

In mining and mineral processing, settling is employed to separate valuable 

minerals from the ore slurry. 
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Gravitational Sedimentation: 

Principle of Gravitational Sedimentation: 

Gravitational sedimentation involves the settling of particles in a fluid under the 

influence of gravity. 

Stoke's Law is often applied to describe the settling velocity of particles, taking 

into account factors such as particle size, density, and viscosity of the fluid. 

Applications: 

Gravitational sedimentation is commonly used in sedimentation tanks and clarifiers 

in water treatment plants to separate suspended solids from water. 

It is also a fundamental process in natural systems, contributing to the deposition 

of sediments in rivers, lakes, and oceans. 

Enhancements: 

Flocculation is often employed to enhance gravitational sedimentation by 

promoting the aggregation of fine particles into larger, settleable flocs. 

Lamella clarifiers use inclined plates to increase the effective settling area, 

improving the efficiency of gravitational sedimentation. 

Enhancements in Gas Cyclones: 

Cyclone Efficiency and Design: 

Cyclone efficiency is influenced by factors such as the inlet velocity, cyclone 

diameter, and particle characteristics. 
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Optimal cyclone design considers the particle size distribution, gas flow rate, and 

desired separation efficiency. 

Multiple Cyclone Stages: 

In some applications, multiple cyclones are arranged in series to improve particle 

separation. Each stage removes a specific range of particle sizes, enhancing overall 

efficiency. 

Cyclone Collectors in Industry: 

Gas cyclone collectors are extensively used in industries like cement production, 

where they capture and collect dust particles from exhaust gases, contributing to 

environmental and workplace safety. 

Advanced Settling Techniques: 

High-Rate and Tube Settlers: 

High-rate settlers and tube settlers are designed to increase the settling surface 

area, allowing for higher flow rates and improved sedimentation in a smaller 

footprint. 

These techniques are commonly used in water treatment for compact and efficient 

solids removal. 

Inclined Plate Settlers: 

Inclined plate settlers, similar to those used in lamella clarifiers, are employed to 

increase the settling area and enhance the performance of sedimentation basins. 
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Automated Settling Control: 

Advanced settling systems incorporate automation and control mechanisms to 

optimize the settling process. Sensors and feedback loops enable real-time 

adjustments for changing influent conditions. 

Sedimentation in Natural Systems: 

Fluvial Sedimentation: 

In rivers and streams, sedimentation occurs as particles settle due to reduced flow 

velocities. This process contributes to the formation of riverbeds and deltas. 

Marine Sedimentation: 

Sedimentation in oceans and seas is influenced by factors like currents, waves, and 

marine biology. It plays a crucial role in the formation of underwater geological 

features. 

Environmental Impacts: 

Understanding natural sedimentation processes is essential for managing 

environmental impacts, such as sediment transport in water bodies, erosion control, 

and preservation of aquatic ecosystems. 

 


