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Unit 4: Language Development 

TENSES 

A verb indicated action, condition or process. The term ‘tense’ is used to refer to different forms 

of the verb indicating time of action. Only a person, having a good understanding of tense will be 

able to write and speak correctly without any ambiguity. Those who do not stick to a particular 

structure for a particular purpose, may intend to say something, but it may be interpreted the 

other way. This brings out the fact that it is mandatory to have a clear concept about the use of 

different tense structures for different purposes of time and action. 

The following table shows the different forms of the verb in various tenses. 

Tense Simple  Continuous Perfect Perfect 

continuous 

Present write/s am/is/are/writing has/have/written has/have been 

writing 

Past Wrote was/were writing had written had been 

writing 

Future shall/will 

write 

shall/will be 

writing 

will have written will have been 

writing 

 

 

SIMPLE PRESENT  

USAGE                                                                EXAMPLE  

1 .For habitual action.    He goes to temple daily.  

2. To express general facts.    Magnet attracts iron.  

3 .To convey the near future.    The plane arrives at 9AM.  

4. For professional activities    The cobbler makes shoes.  

5. To express ownership    This house belongs to me. 
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PRESENT CONTINUOUS 

USAGE         EXAMPLE 

1. To express action at the time of speaking.                                    I am watching a movie now.  

2. An activity that takes place this week, this month of this year      I am preparing for my exams. 

 3. To express future arrangements             He is going to the states next summer. 

PRESENT PERFECT 

 USAGE         EXAMPLE 

1. To denote actions just completed.                        He has finished the work. 

 2. Action that began in the past and continuing till now.    I have worked here for 8 years.  

3. Completed actions which have ‘current’ relevance         I have written four novels.  

4. Activity/experience in the past                       I have been to Bangalore several times. 

PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS 

 USAGE                       EXAMPLE  

1. Indicates the duration of an action that began in the past and continue in the present  

My friend has been doing this work for 2 hours. 

2. An action that began in the past and has just recently ended.   

 Have you been doing this work alone? You look tired. 

SIMPLE PAST 

USAGE                        EXAMPLE 

1. To express action that began and ended a particular time in the past.  

We went to Goa last year. 

 2. An action started and completed in the past.  

She worked in GH for 10 years  

3. An action that took place regularly in the past.  

She exercised every morning before going out.  



ROHINI COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

HS8151 COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH 
 

4. When interrogating about past actions 

 What did you have your schooling?  

PAST CONTINUOUS  

USAGE                 EXAMPLE 

1. An interrupted action.                                  I was reading the novel when Ram came. 

 2. A continuous action in the past.                 I was having many friends at college.  

PAST PERFECT 

USAGE                    EXAMPLE 

1. An action that just occurred before another action in the past.  

John had just left when I arrived at the party. 

 2. An action that was expected to occur in the past. 

 I had longed to get news from my brother before today.  

3. To report of an action completed before a point of time in the past. 

 Tom was 14 years. He had set a world record by then.  

SIMPLE FUTURE 

USAGE                              EXAMPLE  

1. Predicting actions likely to happen in future.                  You will pass in the exams.  

2. To express willingness to do something.                         I will help you.  

3. To express a decision made at the time of speaking.       I will call on you in a short while.  

4. Used in question tags.                                                       Let’s leave this place, shall we? 

FUTURE CONTINUOUS 

USAGE           EXAMPLE 

1. To express continuity of action at a particular time in the future 

                                                         Next year this time I will be preparing to go abroad. 

FUTURE PERFECT 

 USAGE            EXAMPLE 
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1. An action that will be completed a particular time in future. 

By this time next month, I will have finished before my examination. 

FUTURE PERFECT CONTINUOUS  

USAGE             EXAMPLE 

1. To express duration of time that occurred before a specific point of time in future. 

 By next November I will have been working in this company for 6 years. 

 

 

 

 

 


