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Importance of sewerage system:  

 

One of the fundamental principles of sanitation of the community is to remove all 

decomposable matter, solid waste, liquid or gaseous away from the premises of 

dwellings as fast as possible after it is produced, to a safe place, without causing any 

nuisance and dispose it in a suitable manner so as to make it permanently harmless.  

 

Sanitation though motivated primarily for meeting the ends of preventive health has 

come to be recognized as a way of life. In this context, development of the sanitation 

infrastructure of any country could possibly serve as a sensitive index of its level of 

prosperity. It is needless to emphasize that for attaining the goals of good sanitation, 

sewerage system is very essential. 

 

 Sources of Sewage:  

 

Sanitary sewage is produced from the following sources:  

When the water is supplied by water works authorities or provided from private 

sources, it is used for various purposes like bathing, utensil cleaning, for flushing water 

closets and urinals or washing clothes or any other domestic use. The spent water for all 

the above needs forms the sewage.  

 

1. Industries use the water for manufacturing various products and thus develop the 

sewage.  

2. Water supplied to schools, cinemas, hotels, railway stations, etc., when gets used 

develops sewage.  

3. Ground water infiltration into sewers through loose joints.  

4. Unauthorized entrance of rain water in sewer lines.  

 

Nature of Sewage:  

 

Sewage is a dilute mixture of the various types of wastes from the residential, public 

and industrial places. The characteristics and composition i.e. the nature of sewage 

mainly depends on this source. Sewage contains organic and inorganic matters which 

may be dissolved, suspension and colloidal state. Sewage also contains various types of 

bacteria, Virus, protozoa, etc. sewage may also contain toxic or other similar materials 

which might have got entry from industrial discharges. Before the design of any sewage 

treatment plant the knowledge of the nature of sewage is essential. 


